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Peace be with you, 0, gentle reader! 
Thus far have the seasons travelled, car- 
rying with them their rich argosies of 
lives and loves, and alas ! also their hearses 
of dead hopes and lost loved ones. A 
mingled fortune is willed to all, and smiles 
and tears are so blended that few indeed 
can say one is theirs and not the other. 
But it is a gracious boon that light cometh 
even to darkness ; and, as we journey here 
with the seasons, it is pleasant for us to 
realize that one visitant is ever a welcome 
one — and that that visitor is this '' Jour- 
nal." We have now '' discoursed over the 
distance" but three-quarters of a year; 
and yet, what friendships have we not 
formed — what pleasant seats have we not 
won by the hearth-stone ! Like the faith- 
ful Mussulman we feel disposed to cry, 
"Allah, il Allah I" and say, '^ Peace be 
with youl" with the earnestness of the 
true devotee, who feels that he is ac- 
cepted by his offering. 

The year has been one propitious for 
our labors, and we should be wanting in 
a proper degree of -gratitude not to ac- 
knowledge to all our thanks for the co- 
operation which has contributed so much 
to our success. It is true, we deemed o«r 
efforts worthy of that success ; but that 
does not prevent a recognition of the part 
which each subscriber has acted. We 
own the ship and navigate it ; but the 
public, which acts as sailors to give every 
halyard and stay its proper "bent," is en- 
titled to all due consideration ; and we 
here tender to all our most hearty thanks. 
If we have left anything undone, it is from 
no wish of our own, but from the nature 
of circumstances which compels us. There 
are many things in the working of a 
great institution like the " Cosmopolitan," 
which are imperfectly developed, and do 
not please the managers themselves. But 
these delinquencies, it is hoped, experience 
will correct, and we may therefore prom- 
ise a greater degree of satisfaction, in the 
coming year, than in the one just past. 



But let the future tell its own story. 
We now have to grasp all by the hand, 
and bid them our best wishes for the 
season, and a hope of longer and better 
acquaintance. 

It is a significant fact, that many of 

our Secretaries have been elected to Con- 
gress and State Legislatures during the 
two years just passed. We don't know 
what influences may have operated to 
produce such a result, but sincerely hope 
that the " Cosmopolitan," had nothing to 
do with it. It would have a disheartening 
effect upon us, who labor to elevate mem- 
bers of Society, not to depress them into 
mere Congressmen and State Legislators ! 
Occasionally, one becomes a Judge ; to 
this we have no objections ; but to be- 
come mere Congressmen — bah ! We shall 
endeavor to discover what there is in a 
Secretaryship of the Association to qualify 
a person for the " suffrages of the people," 
and, discovering, to correct the evilJ^ 

The "Belle of the 16th Century," 

we see by the papers, has been disposed 
of by the gentleman to whose number it 
fell in the distribution of 1855-6. It was 
purchased by a Chicago connoisseur, for 
$800, and is now a resident of that ex- 
tremely /a^^ city. She is a beauty, worth 
twice the sum last paid for her. Those 
of her admirers who visit the " Garden 
city," should not fail to pay her a visit. 
Several of the pictures, it may be men- 
tioned, which have been distributed by 
this Association, have found their way to 
that populous and wealthy centre of west- 
ern enterprise. 

Mrs. Clara A , of Alabama, 

writes amusing accounts of her experi- 
ences. We assume the liberty of quoting: 
" A poor woman getting a sight of your 
' Journal,' exclaimed, ' Aint it astonishing 
how much like humans them Cosmolipans 
can make anything !' " Another was 
frightened that the eyes of one of the 
portraits "should turn whichever way she 
went." To those who scrupled at the 
Distribution feature, she recommended 
that they should take the magazines or 
engraving, and "Journal," and then to 
give the chance in the distribution to 
some poor and worthy person. This ar- 
gumentum ad hominem seems to have 
prevailed. 

Miss Susan K I , of Vir- 
ginia, petitions — " Will you, if you can, 
be so kind as to give me the name of the 



author of that lovely, lovely poem, in the 
November Journal, the 'Ballad of the 
Whip-poor-will V It is surpassingly beau- 
tiful." Miss I will see, by referring 

to the sketch of Mrs. Victor's Life, on 
another page, that she is the author. 
The poem is very fine, and well worthy 
a permanent place in our literature. And, 
by the way, we hear it hinted in certain 
quarters that the same admirable lady is 
the author of a poem, privately circulated 
a short time since, which is attracting 
considerable attention for its beauty and 
originality. It is pronounced one of the 
best long poems in our literature. Who 
can tell us if the " Arctic Queen " is from 
her pen? 

A friend in Kentucky regards the 

"Journal" as a most important feature 
of the Association, and adds: "I have no 
hesitancy in believing that we only need 
a cultivation of the masses to produce a 
proper appreciation by them of the al- 
most creative gift of genius, like that of 
Palmer, and Powers, and Cole, and thus 
resurrect from the obscurity in which it 
now sleeps, the latent talent of some fu- 
ture Buonarotti, Raphael, or Van Dyke of 
our own land." Certainly, this coimtrj 
ought to produce transcendant genius, and 
we believe that Art will soon find the mu- 
nificent recognition which, in the days of 
the De Medicis, called forth Da Vinci, 
Raphael, Michael Angelo, Bartolomeo, 
and their co-workers, who gave to Art its 
transcendant majesty. To bring about 
such an event shall be the untiring en- 
deavor of the " Cosmopolitan." 

E — writes to us from Harrisburg, 

Pa., about a little boy, Charley, who does 
rough work in a tobacco factory, but 
who, through every discouragement, has 
wrought some fine engravings on wood, 
with no other instrument than his knife. 
The instance is one of undoubted genius ; 
for none but a true genius, with such sur- 
roimdings, would attempt Art emulation. 
We commend the little fellow to the atten- 
tion of some engraver, who would assist 
struggling worth, and at the same time 
advance his own interests by obtaining a 
valuable assistant. 

Our daily experience affords some 

food for smiles. It were strange if, among 
two thousand secretaries and as many 
correspondents, we should not occasionally 
"turn up a trump." One chap having 
ordered "Saturday night," is so pleased 
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with it, that he says we may send him 
"Sunday Morning," also I We can only 
hope that he has a wife and children, 
and has his conscience clear of stain or 
smoke, for we hope to send him some- 
thing that shall be a '^ living sermon" for 
his household. 

Another correspondent, who quit the 
Association in disgust last year, because 
he "didn't draw nothink, no how," comes 
back, saying, " he rather guesses we are 
some shakes, after all, because one of his 
cousins drew an all fired pretty picture, 
and blowed him like a blunderbuss for hia 
huff at us. As he is going to marry that 
gal, he must hasten to make peace by 
subscribing to the ^Cosmopolitan,' and 
we may therefore count him in for twenty 
years, and one ticket for each baby!" 
We will bet a beaver — a painted one, of 
course — that that man gets a good wife. 
May he live to become the father of twenty 
children ! 

As many of our subscribers who 

selected the beautiful ^' Saturday Night" 
engraving, will doubtless wish to have it 
handsomely framed, we volunteer our ser- 
vices in filling any orders that may be 
made for frames — ^having made arrange- 
ments with the leading frame-makers of 
the city to manufactm-e frames at reduced 
prices. We shall be happy to extend to 
all who wish, the benefit of our arrange- 
ment. The engraving, properly framed, 
would prove a durable and highly orna- 
mental feature to any room. Rosewood and 
gilt frames, with large glass, carefully 
boxed, ranging from five to ten dollars for 
the whole, can be sent by express or other- 
wise. Address A. L. Derby, Act., C. A. 
A., 348 Broadway, New- York. 

ig^*" The poet says : 

*' There is a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them as we will," 

and so we believe ; for in every step of 
our progress the vista has opened wider 
and wider, until now we already compass 
a magnificent field for our operations. 
From comparatively small beginnings we 
have already arrived at a degree of import- 
ance and influence in American Art 
which it is pleasant to contemplate ; and, 
judging from the past development, what 
may we not promise for the futm*e ! We 
feel how great is the responsibility resting 
upon us, and shall aim to discharge it 
honorably and faithfully. To this end 
we have already arranged for a varied and 
rich programme for the coming year. 
Our "Journal" shall assume new and 



admirable features, rendering it the best 
Art repository ever published in America. 
Our collection of Paintings, Statuary, &c., 
shall be far more valuable and interesting 
than it yet has been ; our engravings shall 
be verj/ beautiful and new. These, added 
to the original features of the Association, 
will render it a brilliant yenv, indeed, fo;: 
our world of American art and letters. 
Let our fifty thousand friends assist us, 
not only by their subscriptions, but also 
by word of mouth to inform all of the 
purposes of the Association, and of its 
means to an end. By such cooperation, 
we certainly shall accomplish verij much 
in forwarding the good work among the 
people — of sending literature and art- 
works into the homes of the land. 



We have to thank the U, S. Mag- 
azine for the poem, " Maggie Bell," in 
this number of our "Journal." The 
Magazine designs to make its illustrated 
poems ta feature for the coming year. 



Some judges of what lafine in Art 
have ordered the engraving, " Saturday 
Night," on white satin. The orders have 
been filled, as far as was consistent with 
the hurry of orders from the thousands 
of subscribers who preferred the beautiful 
copy of Faed's pictm-e to one of the Maga- 
zines, We refer to this satin printing 
as one of the featm-es of Art which pro- 
mises to become popular for keepsakes. 
We cannot, of course, furnish such mate- 
rial for impression, but will .be able to 
work off a limited number, where the sub- 
scriber orders the satin at his own ex- 
pense. 

f^^ Our most worthy Secretary in 
Montreal, Dunbar Browne, Esq., ordering 
a satin impression of " Saturday Night" 
for presentation to the Governor- General 
of the Canadas, takes occasion to say the 
picture is regarded in high estimation by 
the people of the Provinces. The Sheriff 
of Cornwall, C. E., thus wi-ites to him : 
"I am much pleased with the engraving, 
and believe that it very correctly delineates 
the customs of many a family group in my 
poor native land — S cotland. It will afford 
me much gratification to hear of the conti- 
nued success of the Association." With 
such active co-operation at all important 
points, as Mr. Browne has shown, the 
" Cosmopolitan" will accomplish, in an 
unlimited degi-ee, its high and important 
mission of sending Art to the people. 

Notice to our Magazine vSubscrib- 
ERS. — In order to insure greater prompt- 



ness in mailing the Magazines in future, 
the Management have relinquished that 
duty, and have made special arrangements 
with the publishers of the respective Maga- 
zines to mail them regularly each month, as 
soon as issued, to all who have subscribed 
for them, through the " Cosmopolitan." 
Many vexatious delays have formerly oc- 
curred, from the inability of the publish- 
ers to supply the orders of the Associa- 
tion for the Magazines as early in the 
month as was desirable : but, as they 
have now undertaken to do the mailing 
themselves, it is to be hoped that our sub- 
scribers will, in future, have no cause to 
complain of the non-receipt or delay of 
then* Magazines. 

Change of Address. — Should any of 
our subscribers change their Post Office 
address, they will please notify us, stating 
the old addi'ess as well as the new, and 
also the number of their certificate. 

Apologetic. — We have to beg the 
kind indulgence of our numerous sub- 
scribers for the many annoying delays in 
supplying the first number of their Maga- 
zines, for which they had subscribed. 
Much of the delay was occasioned by the 
blockade of the mails during the severe 
January snow storms, which, with the 
inability of the Magazine publishers to 
supply our unexpectedly large orders upon 
them, gave good reason for the complaints 
we have received. The publishers have 
now, however, reprinted the January and 
February numbers, and have taken the re- 
sponsibility of mailing the Magazines for 
the whole year to all our subscribers ; so 
that in a few days more, all back numbers 
of the Magazines will be mailed, and the 
futui-e numbers immediately, as soon as 
published. The present number of the 
Art Journal, which should have been is- 
sued within a week or ten days after the 
distribution, has also been tardy, for rea- 
sons beyond the control of the Association ; 
but we trust its appearance and literary 
merits will compensate for all delays. 

One of Mr. Turner's best water-color 
drawings — the " Windermere" — was re- 
recently sold by auction in London. The 
picture is described as combining many of 
those surpassing excellencies — the won- 
derful sunlight, the extensive view, with 
distant mountains almost lost in the lake 
mist — upon the execution of which the 
fame of Turner rests. After a spirited 
contest a dealer bought it for 255 guineas. 



